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5 OF THE BEST WEEKEND BREAKS  
IN YORKSHIRE

From the colourful seaside towns of Scarborough and Whitby to the romantic rolling countryside of the 
moors, there really is something for everyone in Britain’s largest county. This exceptionally beautiful 
part of the UK boasts sprawling national parks, fairy-tale landscapes fit for Hollywood films, and some 
of the country’s most quintessential villages and pubs. An area steeped in history, culture vultures are 
well catered to with enchanting castles and locomotive museums, while thrill-seekers can get their fix 
with adrenaline-pumping activities such as mountain biking, rock climbing and high ropes. 

Whittams Hire, based in Harrogate, have a huge range of luxury motorhomes for hire – everything from 
cosy two berth campers ideal for a romantic break, to luxurious, six berth motorhomes, with facilities 
to keep the whole family happy (yes, even showers!). All the vans come as standard with a bike rack, 
awnings and Freeview TV, and the whole fleet is updated annually to ensure only the latest features and 
green credentials. We spoke to Mark Trickett over at Whittams, to find out all the must visit spots for a 
weekend away in the idylls of Yorkshire. 

What could be more romantic than a trip to the brooding 
Pennine Moors that inspired the likes of Charlotte and Emily 
Brontë? There are plenty of options for an intimate ramble 
through the heathland of the Yorkshire Dales, including 
the famous walk to Top Withens and Brontë falls. For those 
with an inclination for the dreamy, bourgeois atmosphere 
of a steam train, there are plenty of local tours to embark on 
with your loved one, as Keighley and Worth Valley railway 
was the setting for the iconic film The Railway Children.  Mark 
describes Hawarth’s cobbled streets as “the ideal hideaway 
for couples in the moors.”

With an abundance of nearby theme parks such as 
Lightwater Valley and Flamingo Land, Mark suggests the 
market town of Pickering for young families. It is situated 
on the edge of Dalby Forest which is “ideal for cycling, 
forest walks, and features the exciting Go Ape activity 
centre, along with local villages and gift shops, and even 
a chocolate factory at Thornton-le-Dale.” Meanwhile, 
Pickering also makes a great base to explore Scarborough – 
“the seaside town for all that is British,” – complete with fish 
and chips, colourful sticks of rock, arcade games and boat 
rides. There’s also Eden Camp and Castle Howard nearby, 
both offering historic and educational excursions with a 
family-friendly focus. 

Head to Malham in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park if jaw-dropping scenery is your thing. Mark advises 
checking out “key landmarks such as Malham Cove, the 
breathtaking limestone formation of Harry Potter fame; the 
idyllic lake at Malham Tarn; the dramatic ravine of Gordale 
Scar; and by no means least, the ethereal falls of Janet’s 
Foss – the legendary home of Jennet, Queen of the fairies.” 
History buffs should also take a wander round Bolton 
Abbey, where the crumbling ruins of the priory make for 
an atmospheric backdrop. Malham town itself is a picture-
postcard setting, while nearby Grassington offers more 
local pubs and shops to explore. 

Something for everyone can be found at the coastal town of 
Staithes, which Mark describes as “like stepping back in time 
– certainly not a commercialised seaside town.” Wildlife-
lovers are in for a treat with boat trips to see local seals, 
while cliff top walks and picturesque fishing villages along 
the coast provide endless photo opportunities and idyllic 
locations to stop for some traditional tea and cake. Nearby 
Whitby offers quintessential fish and chips by the harbour, 
as well as the legend of Dracula, complete with haunted 
tours. Here you can also find a museum and heritage centre 
dedicated to Captain Cook, who spent much of his early 
days in the area before taking to a life at sea. 

The area around Ingleton is a “Mecca for rock climbing, 
pot holing and walking nature trails,” according to Mark, 
who recommends the Ingleton Falls Trail for the most 
exhilarating views. Meanwhile you’ll also find Gaping Gill 
and Ingleborough & White Scar caves close by; these show 
caves are open to the public. Visitors can descend into the 
inky caverns, where they’ll find dramatic chambers and 
towering falls. The famous Yorkshire Three Peaks hike can 
be accessed from Ingleton, and makes the ideal challenge 
for any experienced hill-walkers, while the town itself offers 
plenty of traditional pubs, perfect for a post-walk pint. 
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For more information visit www.whittams.com or call them on +44 (0) 7392 600 400


