Czech Prestige Awards

AN EXPAT'S GUIDE ON WHERE TO RELOCATE

With low living costs, a wealth of historic architecture and an unspoiled natural backdrop; its easy to see the
appeal of relocating to the Czech Republic. This Central European nation is ideally situated for those that want

to explore neighbouring countries such as Germany and Austria, while the country itself offers a surprising
array of employment prospects and excellent quality of life. Add tothat a diverse social scene, low crime rates
and cheap, efficientpublic transport systems and you've got an idyllic place to live forretirees and students

alike. Here we round up the top five places to live in the Czech Republic if you're an expat, and who they might
suit particularly well,
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As the capital city, Prague certainly offers the mostin terms of working opportunities and nightlife. Popular with
tourists the world over, the inexpensive cultural hub has a thriving intemational scene, with plenty of English-
speaking nationals offering a warm welcome. Charles University is one of the oldest universities in Central
Europe, providing international students with a unique and historic experience, while the city itselfis known
for its wild nights out and lively pub crawls, which heartily celebrate the quintessentially Czech love of beer.
Boasting one of the lowest unemployment rates in Europe, there’s plenty for working professionals too, with
IT, tourism and foreign language teaching being the most popular industries to start outin as an expat. Those
with children have several international schools to choose from, while the city's cobbled streets reveal new
delights around each corner, from independent boutiques and bookstores, to an incredible riverside beach,
complete with volleyball courts and an outdoor cinema.
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BRNO

Brno is the Czech Republic's second city, offering an even lower
cost and more laidback way of life than the capital - without
compromising on the amenities that come with being located
in a big city. Culturally vibrant, the city’s pedestrianised centre
is ideal for Sunday strolls, and locals can enjoy a diverse range
of entertainment, from globally renowned jazz festivals to
traditionally Czech pubs and everything in between. Masaryk
University is the second largest in the country, attracting an
upbeat community of students, while excellent transport links
with nearby cities such as Vienna make Brno a great base for
retirees wanting to explore more of Central Europe. A growing
number of multinationals, particularly in the IT and outsourcing
sectors, mean there are job opportunities for those willing to
seek them out, a task made significantly easier if you speak
Czech already, or have an EU passport.

RICANY

Often ranking as the best place to live in the Czech Republic,
Ri¢any is a bustling town in the Central Bohemia region. With
Prague reachable in about 30 minutes by train, the town is within
commuting distance of all the capital’s employment prospects,
without the hectic throngs of tourists often dominating its
streets. This is ideal for families looking for a little more space,
with excellent healthcare, education and leisure facilities,

and an unparalleled reputation when it comes to safety. The
quaint and picturesque town square is home to the church of

St. Peter and Paul, artfully decorated with beautiful frescoes,
with the rest of the town’s architecture mimicking the colourful
terracotta-roofed charm of the capital simply on a smaller scale.
An abundance of nearby parks, gardens, lakes and rivers are
perfect for whiling away the weekend with a stroll or picnic,
while the town's pubs and restaurants offer authentic Czech fare,
complete with roaring fires during winter and outdoor terraces
for warmer days.
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HUSTOPECE

This gorgeous little town is located in the South Moravia, in the
heart of the Czech Republic’s unassuming wine region. Perfect
for those seeking a slower pace of life, Hustopece is surrounded
by rolling vineyards as far as the eye can see, nestled among
the southern foothills of the Zdanice Forest range. Serene
hiking and nature trails are in abundance for those who like

a little taste of adventure, while the town’s many restaurants
provide the chance to sample gourmet cuisine - paired
perfectly with the surprisingly good local wines. Despite its
seemingly remote location, this idyllic town is just 30 minutes
away from Brno, with all its amenities close at hand should

you need access to them. While there isn’t much in the way of
nightlife, residents of the sleepy town will find an abundance of
clean air and a chance to relax and recharge their batteries with
wellness spas and beautiful natural vistas.

CESKE BUDEJOVICE

The capital of South Bohemia, Ceské Budéjovice’s candy-
coloured fagades and regular farmer’s markets form the basis
of an irresistibly charming place to put down roots. Not quite
as cosmopolitan as Prague or Brno, the city attracts residents
from all walks of life, from hip young freelancing couples,

to retired empty-nesters soaking up the city’s undeniable
bohemian charisma. The city centre is laced with canals, giving
it multi-faceted layer of appeal, where artists and creatives will
feel right at home. The University of Central Bohemia offers
courses for international students, fostering a happening yet
laidback bar and pub scene, with regular live music and groups
of young revellers kicking back with a beer. Speaking of beer,
the city is known by tourists as Budweis, home to the world-
famous Budweiser brewery. While you might not find too many
demanding, high-powered jobs here, it could be the perfect
place to take up that hobby or open that café you've always
dreamed of.
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